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and submit to the rules of the court with regard to the dress to be
worn by practising barristers. He acquiesced in the demand to pre-
serve his strength for fighting bigger battles. The opposition of the
law society brought Gandhi further prominence. The newspaper
comments were in his favour and accused the law society of jealousy.
Practice as a lawyer was for him a subordinate occupation; his
main object was public work. The despatch of the petition was not
sufficient in itself, so Gandhi proposed the formation of a permanent
organization to watch the interests of the Indians. Gandhi had read
about the Indian National Congress though he had never attended
its session. The recent Indian National Congress held at Lahore in
1893 was presided over by Dadabhai Naoroji who had come special-
ly from London for that purpose. Gandhi admired Dadabhai and
through him the Congress. He wished to popularize the name and,
therefore, he recommended the Natal Indians to call their organiza-
tion the Natal Indian Congress.
On May 22, 1894 the Natal Indian Congress came into being and
Dada Abdulla's spacious residence was packed to the full on that day.
There was this difference between the Indian Congress and the Natal
Congress, that the latter organization worked throughout the year
and those who paid at least £3 annually were admitted to member-
ship. There were about half a dozen persons who paid £24 yearly.
Gandhi paid £12 per year. About 300 members—Hindus, Muslims,
Parsis and Christians—were enrolled in a month. The well-to-do
traders went even to far-off villages for enrolling new members. In
some cases persuasion was necessary but it was a sort of political
training and made people acquainted with the facts of the situation.
A meeting of the Congress was held at least once a month, when
detailed accounts were presented and adopted. Members asked
various questions and fresh subjects were considered.
News came that Lord Ripon had disallowed the Disfranchising Bill,
and this redoubled the zeal of the community. The question of inter-
nal improvement was taken up by Gandhi and at the Natal Congress
meetings, lectures were given on subjects such as domestic sanitation,
personal hygiene, the necessity of having separate accommodation
for residential and business purposes and the need for well-to-do
traders to live in a style befitting their position. The proceedings were
conducted in Gujarati, the language of the predominant Memon
community. Under the auspices of the Congress, the Natal Indian

